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Presidency Conclusions — Thessaloniki, 19 and 20 June 2003

1. The European Council met in Thessaloniki on 19 and 20 June 2003. The meeting was
preceded by an exposé by the President of the European Parliament, Mr Patl@oed floy

an exchange of views concerning the main items on the agenda.

l. CONVENTION / IGC

2.  The European Council welcomes the Draft Constitutional Treaty presented bgsiteRt of
the Convention, Valéry Giscard d'Estaing. This presentation marks ahseiin the
direction of furthering the objectives of European integration:

- bringing our Union closer to its citizens,

- strengthening our Union's democratic character,

- facilitating our Union's capacity to make decisions, especially &fteniargement,

- enhancing our Union's ability to act as a coherent and unified force in the iioteshat
system, and

- effectively dealing with the challenges globalisation and interdependesate.c

3. The European Council expresses its gratitude to the Chairman of the Convention,
Valéry Giscard d'Estaing, the Vice-Chairmen, Jean-Luc Dehaene anman@Gidmato, the
members and the alternate members of the Convention for the work they have abeamplis
The Convention has proven its usefulness as a forum for democratic dialogue between
representatives of governments, national parliaments, the European ParlitteEntropean

Commission and civil society.

4. The European Council considers that the presentation of the Draft Constitutiong) dsatt
has received it, marks the completion of the Convention's tasks as set out at Laeken and,
accordingly, the end of its work. However, some purely technical work on dra#imdjIRs

still required, this work needing to be finished by 15 July at the latest.
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5. The European Council decided that the text of the Draft Constitutional Treatpasl dogsis
for starting in the Intergovernmental Conference. It requests the ftaliegn IPresidency to
initiate, at the Council meeting in July, the procedure laid down in Article 48 ofréagyTin
order to allow this Conference to be convened in October 2003. The Conference should
complete its work and agree the Constitutional Treaty as soon as possible and initihoe for
become known to European citizens before the June 2004 elections for the European
Parliament. The acceding States will participate fully in the Intengouental Conference on
an equal footing with the current Member States. The Constitutional Trakewsigned by
the Member States of the enlarged Union as soon as possible after 1 May 2004.

6. The Intergovernmental Conference will be conducted by the Heads of S@&bteernnment,
assisted by the members of the General Affairs and Externalddsl&@obuncil. The
representative of the Commission will participate in the Conference. Theab8eeretariat
of the Council will provide the secretariat support for the Conference. The European

Parliament will be closely associated and involved in the work of the Conference.

7. The three candidate countries — Bulgaria and Romania, with whom accessiorntioegaia

underway, and Turkey — will take part in all meetings of the Conference aserisser

II.  IMMIGRATION, FRONTIERS AND ASYLUM

8. The European Council of Seville emphasised the need to speed up the implementation of all
aspects of the programme approved at Tampere, especially on matterg teltte

development of a common European policy on asylum and migration.
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9.  Given the top political priority ascribed to migration, there is a marked need forea mor
structured EU policy, which will cover the whole spectrum of relations with tiowdtcies
including the prompt conclusion of readmission agreements with key third countriggimof or
as well as the promotion of further cooperation with them to be viewed as a two-wagro
in order to combat illegal migration and to explore legal migration channels undeéicspec
terms of reference. In this context, the issue of smooth integration of legrahisiinto EU
societies should also be further examined and enhanced. Furthermore, the éxastoiglf
means at our disposal for the coming years 2004-2006 should be carefully reviewed, and
taking into account the overall framework and the need for budgetary discipline, the
post-2006 financial perspectives should reflect this political priority of the Gomtyn

10. The European Council has reached the following conclusions with reference to:

The development of a common policy on illegal immigration, external borders, the

return of illegal migrants and cooperation with third countries
Visas

11. Referring to the Council conclusions of 5 June 2003 on the development of the Visa
Information System (VIS), the European Council deems it necessary that, fojlthe
feasibility study by the Commission on the VIS, orientations should be determin@ohasss
possible, in order to satisfy the preferred options, with regard to the planning for the
development of the system, the appropriate legal basis which will permititdigsment and
the engagement of the necessary financial means, while respectimgatioeal perspectives.
In this framework a coherent approach is needed in therBometric identifiers or
biometric data, which would result in harmonised solutions for documents for third country
nationals, EU citizens' passports and information systems (VIS and SI8dlEuropean
Council invites the Commission to prepare the appropriate proposals, starting asth vis
while fully respecting the envisaged timetable for the introduction of the Schengen

Information System II.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

Management of external borders

Taking into consideration the common interest of all EU Member States inigstabimore
effective management of the external borders of EU Member States and notiegutise
achieved from the implementation of the various operational programmes, pitattpyoisk
analyses, training of border personnel etc., as well as the conclusions tabédrdm the

study undertaken by the Commission, at the request of the Council, relating to the complex
and sensitive question of sea border controls, the European Council stresses thadmpbrta
assuring the continuity and coherence of Community action in this field bygsettin

priorities and determining a more structured framework and methods.

The European Council recognises the progress made in fully activating theooaétaranch

of SCIFA as required by the Seville conclusions, and more particularly, kiegas the
Common Unit of External Border Practitioners with the operational implememiztid
coordination of the measures contained in the Plan for the management of the external
borders, which includes coordination and monitoring of "Centres" and operationalestivit

as well as preparation of strategic decisions, for the more effective andiateg

management of the external borders of EU Member States. As mentioned in theicnac
adopted by the Council on 5 June 2003 to that effect, the General Secretariat of the Council
will ensure the preparation and follow-up of the meetings of the Common Unit and could be

assisted in this task, in the initial phase, by experts seconded by the Meategsr St

The European Council invites the Commission to examine in due course, drawing on
experience of the Common Unit activities, the necessity of creating netutiosal
mechanisms, including the possible creation of a Community operational structudsritoor

enhance operational cooperation for the management of external borders.

The European Council emphasises the need for acceleration of work on adopting the
appropriate legal instrument formally establishing the Immigratiars@n Officers (ILOS)

network in third countries, at the earliest possible date and before the end of 2003.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

The European Council invites the Commission to present, as soon as possible, proposals on
the recast of the Common Manual, including the stamping of travel documents of

third-country nationals.

Return of illegal migrants

The implementation of a common policy on return of illegally residing persohns is t
responsibility of Member States. However, greater efficiency can bevachby reinforcing

existing cooperation and setting up mechanisms to this end, including a finangianeo

In this context, the European Council invites the Commission to examine all agtestatg) r

to the establishment of a separate Community instrument in order to support, ingrattieul
priorities as set out in the Return Action Programme approved by the Council, and to report
back to it by the end of 2003.

Partnership with third countries

In the context of integrating migration issues in our Union's relations withdbuntries, the
European Council reaffirms that the EU dialogue and actions with third counttlesfield

of migration should be part of an overall integrated, comprehensive and balanced approach,
which should be differentiated, taking account of the existing situation in theediffegions

and in each individual partner country. In this respect, the European Council rectigmises
importance of developing an evaluation mechanism to monitor relations with thirdiesuntr
which do not cooperate with the EU in combating illegal immigration, and considers the
following topics to be of primary importance:

- participation in the international instruments relevant to this matter (ggventions
on Human Rights, the Geneva Convention of 28 July 1951 relating to the status of

refugees as amended by the New York Protocol of 31 January 1967, etc.),
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20.

21.

22.

- cooperation of third countries in readmission/return of their nationals and of
third-country nationals,

- efforts in border control and interception of illegal immigrants,

- combating of trafficking in human beings, including taking legislative and other
measures,

- cooperation on visa policy and possible adaptation of their visa systems,

- creation of asylum systems, with specific reference to access ¢tweffprotection, and

- efforts in redocumentation of their nationals.

In developing the above evaluation, the Council will make use of the information to be
provided by the ILOs network for any of the above topics that fall under their cemopest,
and through intensified and more efficient consular cooperation between MembeirState

third countries.

The European Council invites the Commission to report annually on the results of the above
monitoring of cooperation of third countries, and to make proposals or recommendattons as i

deems appropriate.

Community financial resources and burden-sharing mechanism

Following the development of mutual confidence between Member States for theipromot

of the area of liberty, security and justice, which is a priority objective of tih@enlJthe

European Council emphasises that the principle of solidarity must be consolidated aind mus
be made more concrete, notably in terms of reinforced operational cooperatidurdpean
Council estimates that, taking into account the overall framework and the need faabydge
discipline, the post-2006 financial perspectives should reflect this politicaityobdthe

Community.

11638/03 6

EN



Presidency Conclusions — Thessaloniki, 19 and 20 June 2003

23. In the meantime, the European Council invites the Commission to examine, whildirgspe
the principles determining the use of the budget, the possibility of appropriatitg dinder
heading 3 of the financial perspective taking into account the need to safeguardiagpropr
margins under the ceiling of this heading, in order to address, during the period 2004-2006,
the most pressing structural needs in this area and to cover a wider definindidaofty that
would, noting the Commission Communication, include inter alia Community support in the
management of external borders, the implementation of the Return Action Prugeard the
development of the Visa Information System (VIS). In this respect, the EuropeagciC
notes the Commission's relevant analysis and that its estimated needstamount
EUR 140 million.

Asylum

24. The European Council has reiterated its determination to establish a Common European
Asylum System, as called for at its October 1999 meeting in Tampereaaifieéctlin
June 2002 in Seville. In this context, it is vital that the Council ensures the adoptioa, befor
the end of 2003, of the outstanding basic legislation, that is the proposal for a Council
Directive on minimum standards for the qualification and status of third countoypalstiand
stateless persons as refugees or as persons who otherwise need internatemiainoand
the proposal for a Council Directive on minimum standards on procedures in Member States

for granting and withdrawing refugee status.

25. The European Council reaffirms the importance of establishing a more effisydunina
system within the EU to identify quickly all persons in need of protection, in the taftex

broader migration movements, and developing appropriate EU programmes.
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26.

27.

28.

The European Council takes note of the Communication from the Commission, which
focusses on more accessible, equitable and managed asylum systems, and invites the
Commission to explore all parameters in order to ensure more orderly aadadaentry in

the EU of persons in need of international protection, and to examine ways and means to
enhance the protection capacity of regions of origin with a view to presenting touheilC
before June 2004 a comprehensive report suggesting measures to be taken, including lega
implications. As part of this process the European Council notes that a number of Member
States plan to explore ways of providing better protection for the refugdesriregion of

origin, in conjunction with the UNHCR. This work will be carried out in full partnership wit
the countries concerned on the basis of recommendations from the UNHCR.

The European Council invites the Council and the Commission to examine, before the
end of 2003, the possibilities of further reinforcing asylum procedures in order to make the
more efficient with a view to accelerating, as much as possible, the pracestsi

non-international protection-related applications.

The development of a policy at European Union level on the integration of thirdountry

nationals legally residing in the territory of the European Union

The European Council deems it necessary to elaborate a comprehensive anchemgitihal
policy on the integration of legally residing third country nationals who, accomliaigc in

order to implement the conclusions of the European Council of Tampere, should be granted
rights and obligations comparable to those of EU citizens.

Considering that successful integration contributes to social cohesion and econlbane; we
such a policy should cover factors such as employment, economic participationioeducat
and language training, health and social services, housing and urban issuesassuitlie

and participation in social life. In this respect the European Council welcbmésct that
agreement has been reached on the Directives on family reunification and lomgsielent

status, which are essential instruments for the integration of third courntyaist

11638/03 8

EN



Presidency Conclusions — Thessaloniki, 19 and 20 June 2003

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

An EU Integration Policy should contribute as effectively as possible to theemagraphic
and economic challenges which the EU is now facing, taking into account the patigsula

of the various target-groups of third-country nationals, such as women, children and aged
persons, refugees and persons enjoying international protection, regardiciglgspe

length, permanence and stability of their residence.

In order to respond to these challenges, the European Council stresses the neetkto expl
legal means for third-country nationals to migrate to the Union, taking into adbeunt
reception capacity of the Member States, within the framework of an echeomgeration
with the countries of origin which will prove beneficial for both sides.

Integration policies should be understood as a continuous, two-way process based on mutual
rights and corresponding obligations of legally residing third-country natiandlshe host
societies. While primary responsibility for their elaboration and imphtati®n remains with

the Member States, such policies should be developed within a coherent European Union
framework, taking into account the legal, political, economic, social and dudtueasity of
Member States. In order to intensify the development of such a framework, ithieothedf

common basic principles should be envisaged.

Taking into account that integration of legally residing third country natioaals€omplex
process which requires the exchange of experiences, the European Couset stres
importance of developing cooperation and exchange of information within the foaknefv
the newly established group of national contact points on integration with a vieviaulpar

to strengthening coordination of relevant policies at national and European Union level.

In that respect the European Council invites the Commission to present an Annual Report on
Migration and Integration in Europe, in order to map EU-wide migration data, naunoig

and integration policies and practices. This Report, which should contain an accurate and
objective analysis of the above issues, will help develop and promote policy indtitive

more effective management of migration in Europe.

11638/03 9

EN



Presidency Conclusions — Thessaloniki, 19 and 20 June 2003

34.

35.

36.

Moreover, taking into account the importance of monitoring and analysing the
multidimensional migration phenomenon, the European Council welcomes the establishment
of a European Migration Network and will examine the possibility of settingpgrraanent

structure in the future.

The success of such an integration policy relies upon the efficient involvemdirthef a
possible actors. European Union competent bodies, national and local authorities, trade
unions, employers unions, non-governmental organisations, organisations of migrants, and
organisations which pursue cultural, social and sport purposes should be encouraged to
participate in the common effort at both Union and national level. In this context, laenvee
the first summit of European Diasporas which is taking place in Thessaloniki atibdime

as our European Council.

ENLARGEMENT

Following the signature in Athens on 16 April 2003 of the Accession Treaty, where we
proclaimed that "accession is a new contract between our peoples and not nreedly a t
between our states”, the results of referendums in Malta, Slovenia, Hungiangnia,

Slovakia, Poland and the Czech Republic lend additional momentum to the ratification
process. This process must be completed in time for the ten new Member Stateéo join t
Union on 1 May 2004. In the coming months, the ten acceding States are encouraged to keep
up their efforts so that they are fully prepared to assume the obligatioresyddership by
accession. This also includes the necessary translation of the Community actjuésvhiv

to making a success of enlargement, the monitoring of these preparations has betadntens

on the basis of reports submitted regularly by the Commission.
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37.

38.

Bulgaria and Romania are part of the same inclusive and irreversible enlatgeooess.

Following the conclusions of the European Council in Copenhagen and depending on further
progress in complying with the membership criteria, the objective is to welBalgaria and
Romania as members in 2007. To this end, the pace of negotiations will be maintained, and
these will continue on the same basis and principles that applied to the ten adegeléng s

with each candidate judged on its own merits. Building on significant progressextHies

Union supports Bulgaria and Romania in their efforts to achieve the objective of concluding
negotiations in 2004, and invites them to step up their preparations on the ground. Discussions
or agreement on future policy reforms, or the new financial perspective, whienanpede

the pursuit and conclusion of accession negotiations nor be prejudged by the outcome of these
negotiations. The European Council in December 2003, based on the regular reports from the
Commission and the strategy paper, will assess progress achieved withta s#tting out

the framework for the conclusion of accession negotiations.

The European Council welcomes the commitment of the Turkish government to caagdforw
the reform process, in particular the remaining legislative work by the end of 2@03, a
supports its on-going efforts to fulfil the Copenhagen political criteria faningeaccession
negotiations with the Union. Taking into account progress achieved, significant efftres

to this end are still required. With a view to helping Turkey achieve this objective, the
Council adopted recently a revised Accession Partnership, which sets out theptigiti
Turkey should pursue, supported by substantially increased pre-accession firssstiahee.

In accordance with the Helsinki conclusions, fulfilment of these prioritidsgsist Turkey
towards EU membership. The Accession Partnership constitutes the cornerstone of
EU-Turkey relations, in particular in view of the decision to be taken by the Europe

Council in December 2004.
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39.

40.

CYPRUS

Cyprus' accession to our Union is already creating favourable conditions for the two
communities to reach a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem. To this end, our
Union strongly supports the continuation of the UN Secretary General's mission of good
offices in accordance with the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions ingludi

1475/2003. The recent easing of restrictions in contacts and communication betwden Gree
and Turkish Cypriots has been positive and has demonstrated that the two communities can
live together in a reunited island within the Union. At the same time, however, our Union
does not consider this as a substitute for a comprehensive settlement. The Europeidn Counc
therefore, urges all parties concerned, and in particular Turkey and the Turkrsbt Cyp
leadership, to strongly support the UN Secretary General's efforts, d@hid, dontext, calls

for an early resumption of the talks on the basis of his proposals. To this end, the European
Union is to further contribute towards a just, viable and functional settlement of thesCypr
problem consistent with the relevant UN Security Council resolutions. Our Urualtsrigs
willingness to accommodate the terms of a settlement in line with the pemaplwhich the

EU is founded. In this context, the European Council welcomes the Commission'svgkng

to offer assistance for a speedy solution within the framework of the altqals® welcomes

the Commission's Communication on promoting economic development in the northern part
of Cyprus and looks forward to the implementation of these measures in accordartbe wit
Copenhagen European Council Conclusions and in consultation with the Government of

Cyprus.

WESTERN BALKANS

The European Council, recalling its conclusions in Copenhagen (December 2002) and
Brussels (March 2003), reiterated its determination to fully and effecsuglgort the
European perspective of the Western Balkan countries, which will becomegmaliptt of

the EU, once they meet the established criteria.
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41].

42.

43.

VI.

44,

It endorsed the Council conclusions of 16 June on the Western Balkans, including the annex
"The Thessaloniki Agenda for the Western Balkans: moving towards European intégration
which aims at further strengthening the privileged relations between the EbeaWtestern
Balkans, also drawing on the enlargement experience. The Union's thus entatiikshSon

and Association Process will remain the framework for the European course/ééshern

Balkan countries all the way to their future accession.

The European Council looked forward to the EU-Western Balkans Summit meeting of

21 June as a major opportunity for the two parties to push ahead with their common goals.
TheDeclarationthat will be adopted there, together with Teessaloniki Agendahould
provide a sound basis for directing the reform efforts of the Western Balkan esumtri

coming closer to the Union, and the enhanced EU support for their endeavours.

The European Council also endorsed the Council Conclusions on the 2003 Annual Review of

the Stabilisation and Association Process.

WIDER EUROPE / NEW NEIGHBOURHOOD

Enlargement is expanding the borders of our European Union and is bringing us closer to new
neighbours. In Athens we declared "We are also committed to developing ever aseaed t
bridges of cooperation with our neighbours and to share the future of this community of
values with others beyond our shores.". Their stability and prosperity is aadsyriinked to

ours. To reinforce our shared values and promote our common interests, we have been
developing new policies toward Wider Europe, our New Neighbourhood. The European
Council confirmed at Copenhagen the importance it attaches to these policieseelimgsn

with the partners concerned that have since taken place in the framework ofdheds
Conference in Athens on 17 April and the mid-term Euro-Mediterranean Minidtkreding

in Crete on 26-27 May lend new dynamism to the development of these policies. In this spirit
the European Council endorses the GAERC conclusions of 16 June and looks forward to the
work to be undertaken by both the Council and the Commission in putting together the

various elements of these policies.
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VII. FOLLOW -UP OF THE 2003 SPRING EUROPEAN COUNCIL

Broad Economic Policy Guidelines and Employment Guidelines

45. The European Council draws particular attention to the key policy priorities undettgn

Broad Economic Policy Guidelines and the revised Employment Guidelines:

creating the best economic conditions to promote growth, firstly by delivaring
stability-orientated macroeconomic framework which can provide a platform f
increased domestic demand and job creation, and secondly by pursuing greater
competitiveness and dynamism through investment in human and physical capital and
R&D, through improving the economy-wide application of technology and exploitation
of research, through fully integrated EU financial markets and through fasteri

entrepreneurship and improving the framework conditions for industry,

reforms to create more and better jobs in order to promote full employment, making
labour markets more efficient, inclusive and adaptable, adapting tax and bestefitsy

to make work pay, increasing labour market participation in line with the Lisbongtarget
promoting a new balance between flexibility and security, facilitating laimadbility

and improving and updating skills to achieve higher productivity and better quality jobs,

and

strengthening the sustainability of public finances in particular bgdureducing
government debt ratios and by reforming pension and health care systems nowevhile t
demographic window of opportunity is still open, thus ensuring that a massive burden is

not left for future generations, as well as by increasing employment rates.
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46. The European Council accordingly endorses the draft Broad Economic Policy Gesdeid
the draft Employment Guidelines. This is the first time the two sets of meddiave been
presented under new streamlined procedures: the European Council welcometstiiag¢ fa
both sets of guidelines now cover a period of three years and are presented,ic@nse
format, with clear recommendations for policy action. The medium-term pexspaant
specific recommendations to the individual policy actors establish an agragdetensive
framework for economic policy measures, progress on which can be sysadisnegviewed
in the coming years. Member States should ensure consistency and coherence in the

implementation of both sets of guidelines.

ECB

47. The Heads of State or Government have approved the candidacy of Jean-ClawdddFrich
the presidency of the European Central Bank. They invite the Council (ECOFitd)next
session, to initiate the procedure foreseen in Article 112 of the Treaty.

Progress with the Lisbon reform agenda

48. The European Council took note of the state of implementation of the various remits issued b
the 2003 Spring European Council on the basis of a report submitted by the Presidency and
recognised that while progress has been made, much still remains to be done.

49. In this context it welcomes in particular the final adoption of the tax package and of the
Internal Market energy package and the agreements reached on Bettati®egualthe form
of an interinstitutional agreement between the European Parliament, the Counied and t
Commission, as well as on the Second Railway Package and the decision authorising the
Commission to open negotiations with the US in air transport; on the re-use of public sector
documents and the establishment of the European Network and Information Seceinity;Ag
on the Erasmus Mundus and the e-Learning programmes; on the Intelligent Bnd&tggope

programme and the decision on energy TENSs; and on the environmental liabilityM@irect
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50.

51.

52.

53.

The agreement on restricting the carriage of heavy fuel-oil in single hulleersaand on
accelerating the timetable for the withdrawal of such tankers also eaegelcome
progress. The European Council underlined the importance of including Russia in this

process.

The European Council also welcomes the progress achieved on the implementation of the
Financial Services Action Plan (pensions funds, prospectuses and investmens)samdam
the modernisation of Regulation No 1408/71 enabling improved cross-border movement of

EU citizens.

The European Council recalled the conclusions of the 2003 Spring European Council with
regard to the pricing of transport infrastructure and welcomes the interftibe Commission

to present a proposal for a euro vignette in the days to come.

Finally, the European Council notes the Commission's intention to launch an initiative in
cooperation with the European Investment Bank to support growth and integration by
increasing overall investment and private sector involvement in TENs and mdjpr R&

projects and in this context invites the Italian Presidency to pursue thig furthe
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VIIl. EXTERNAL RELATIONS, CFSP AND ESDP

54.

55.

56.

57.

EU Security Strategy

Our Union is committed to facing up to our responsibilities, guaranteeing a &ocope and
a better world. To this end, we will contribute relentlessly to strengthanidigeshaping the
institutions of global governance, regional cooperation and expanding the reach of
international law. We will support conflict prevention, promote justice, sustainable
development, help secure peace and defend stability in our region and globally. Thaiurope
Council therefore welcomes the recommendations submitted by SG/HR Jalaies fr an
overall strategy in the field of foreign and security policy, an initiative ewed at the
informal Foreign Ministers' meeting at Kastellorizo. It tasks theHR3b bring this work
forward, to further examine our security challenges, in close cooperatioivierhber States
and the Commission, with a view to submitting an EU Security Strategy to thRGAE
order to be adopted by the European Council in December. This strategy should also
encapsulate Member States' interests and citizens' priorities andutersstiving document

subject to public debate and to review as necessary.

ESDP

The European Council endorses the report from the Presidency on progress in the ESDP.

The European Council welcomes the conclusions of the GAERC on 19 May and notes with
satisfaction the progress made in the field of military capabilitiesEThaow has

operational capability across the full range of Petersberg tasksdliamteconstrained by
recognised shortfalls, which can be alleviated by the further developmésetBUts military

capabilities, including through the establishment of ECAP Project Groups.

Progress was made in the development of capabilities and conceptual aspecisuof the f
priority areas of civilian crisis management, namely police, rule ofdawian

administration and civil protection.
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

The operational capability of the European Union has been reaffirmed through tterigun
of three ESDP operations, EUPM in Bosnia and Herzegovina, CONCORDIA in FYROM and
ARTEMIS in Bunia, DRC.

The EU-led operations EUPM and ARTEMIS have provided strong impetus to the
cooperation between the EU and the UN.

The European Council welcomes the conclusion and implementation of EU-NATO
permanent arrangements, in particular Berlin Plus, which enhanced theazredpability
of the Union and provided the framework for the strategic partnership between the two

organisations in crisis management.

Further to the mandate received at the Seville European Council, the Presidency has
submitted the annual report on the implementation of the EU Programme for thetiBreve
of Violent Conflicts which the European Council hereby endorses. Furthermore, in
implementing this programme, the Greek Presidency has emphasised thd sgapomech

by focusing mainly on the Western Balkans.

The European Council notes with satisfaction the progress achieved in the contribution of
EU external action (including CFSP/ESDP) to the fight against terrorssreflacted in the

attached report (Annex I) on the subject, which the European Council hereby endorses.

The European Council noted a report by Prime Minister Verhofstadt on the meeting on
29 April 2003 on the ESDP.

Weapons of mass destruction

The European Council adopted the attached declaration (Annex Il) on non-proliferation of

weapons of mass destruction endorsed by the GAERC on 16 June 2003.
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65.

66.

67.

Agency in the field of defence capabilities

The European Council, following the 2003 Spring European Council, tasks the appropriate
bodies of the Council to undertake the necessary actions towards creating pur$ige c

of 2004, an intergovernmental agency in the field of defence capabilities devetppme
research, acquisition and armaments. This agency, which will be subject to thd'€ounc
authority and open to participation by all Member States, will aim at developiegcee
capabilities in the field of crisis management, promoting and enhancing Europeanents
cooperation, strengthening the European defence industrial and technologcahthas
creating a competitive European defence equipment market, as well as pgymndiaison

with the Community's research activities where appropriate, researeti airteadership in
strategic technologies for future defence and security capabilitiesbyhstrengthening

Europe's industrial potential in this domain.

Relations with the Arab world

The European Union is convinced that it must strengthen its partnership with the Alchb wor
It intends to promote a closer political dialogue, pluralism and democratiowedod
economic and social development. The dialogue between cultures, religions bsations

should be stepped up.

The European Council accordingly invites the Commission and the High Representative t
carry forward the work and to formulate a detailed work plan to be presented to the Ruropea
Council in October this year, taking full account of existing policies and progesmnd in
particular the Barcelona Process and the New Neighbours Initiative. Grathathe Council

will take the appropriate decisions.
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68.

69.

70.

Euro-Mediterranean Partnership

The European Council welcomed the spirit of cooperation shown by all participants at the
Mid-Term Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Meeting, which was held in Ciestressed that
the strengthening of the parliamentary dimension of the Euro-Mediterr&zetnership will
greatly contribute to interparliamentary cooperation. It also recajthisé the adoption of the
Guiding Principles of the dialogue between cultures and civilisations woulddtectie
establishment of a Euro-Mediterranean Foundation. In the effort to trangferm
Mediterranean Basin into an area of dialogue, cooperation, peace andysthbilgivil

society of the countries of the region, including women, is expected to play an imipol¢a

in promoting democratic values, social awareness, education and development.

USA

The European Council reviewed the state of the EU-US relationship and expressed its
conviction that the development of transatlantic relations on an equal footing remains of
fundamental importance in every domain not only for the two sides but also for the

international community.

The European Council looks forward to the EU-US summit in Washington on 25 June 2003
to set priorities in their relations, aiming at intensified cooperation to ach@wrete results,
building on progress already achieved in many fields and developing new areas of
cooperation. Furthermore, the EU is determined to develop transatlantic diatajuevels
between the institutions of the societies of the two sides and to continue discussidhs wit
US on proposals for strengthening relations including ideas that could emergldrom

elaboration of the European security strategy.
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71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

Common Strategies

The European Council takes note of the regular reports on implementation of the EU common
strategies on Russia and the Mediterranean area and agrees to extenddrad ppplication

of the common strategy on Russia until 24 June 2004.

Combating HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria

The European Council reaffirms its commitment to combating HIV/AIDS, tulmsisuand
malaria with a view to their eradication. It welcomes the rapid starf-tig@ctivities of the
Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria and affirms its oetetion to
enable this multilateral instrument to bring high-quality, affordable premgentare and

treatment to poor people in the developing countries.

It calls upon each Member State and the Commission to make a substantial contribution, on a
long-term basis, to the financing of the Fund. It pledges its support to the international
conference of donors and partners to be held in Paris on 16 July 2003, when the contribution

of the European Union to the Fund will be determined.

International humanitarian law

The European Council stresses the importance of national armed forces obegplicable

humanitarian law as well as the weight it attaches to dialogue with R@ &b this matter.

International Criminal Court (ICC)

The European Union strongly supports the ICC as an important step forward in the
implementation of international humanitarian law and human rights. We will contirserk

actively for the universality of the Court and contribute to its effective ifmmiog.
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76.

17.

78.

79.

80.

Green Diplomacy

The European Council reaffirms its commitment to integrate the environment iatoax
relations by promoting a European diplomacy on environment and sustainable development.
In this context, it welcomes the establishment of a network of experts underighefdbg
Presidency, in full association with the Commission, as foreseen in the statkgged at
Barcelona on environmental integration in the external policies of the Géfitzias

Council.

The European Council invites the Council to follow this initiative closely and, sohawith
the Commission, to report on the results achieved for its meeting in June 2005.

Middle East

There is an historic opportunity for peace in the Middle East. The European Council
welcomes the decision of Israel and the Palestinian Authority to accepbadenBp

developed by the Quartet, with the full participation of the European Union.

It also welcomes the results achieved at the Agaba Summit, the personahesrgaufe
President Bush, the commitments undertaken by Prime Ministers Sharon and Abu Mhzen a
the commitment to peace shown by Arab leaders in Sharm-el-Sheikh.

The European Council is determined that this opportunity for peace should not be missed. It
remains deeply concerned by the continuing violence on the ground that has reached new
levels. This must not be permitted to endanger the implementation of the Roadmap. There
remains no alternative to the speedy implementation, in good faith by the two sithes, of
Quartet roadmap which contains clear timelines for the establishmenatdstifian State

by 2005, living side by side with Israel together in peace and security.
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81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

The European Council underlines the importance of the role of the Quartet and the seadines
of the EU to contribute in all aspects of the implementation of the roadmap towartiisga las
just and peaceful settlement of the conflict, including through the setting upegfiale and
effective monitoring mechanism. The upcoming Quartet Principals' meetingrmaA is a

good opportunity to underline this.

The European Union unequivocally condemns terrorism and will contribute to efforts aimed
at cutting off support, including arms and financing, to terrorist groups. It is aldy t@ help
the Palestinian Authority in its efforts to stop terrorism, including its egpi@cprevent

terrorist financing.

The Union demands that Hamas and other groups declare a ceasefire imynaadhkellt all
terrorist activity and recalls that the Council is urgently examiningdhke for wider action
against Hamas fund raisinigj is essential that all concerned, in particular the countries of the

region, condemn terrorism and assist in efforts to eradicate it.

The Union welcomes the relaunch of security talks and the active role of iBEdkjs regard.

The European Council calls on Israel to take action to restore trust and abstainyrom a
punitive measures, including extra-judicial killings, and to act in accordanice wit

international law.

It also calls on Israel to reverse the settlement policy and acthdtgd land confiscations
and the construction of the so-called security fence, all of which threaten to tlemder

two-State solution physically impossible to implement.

Peace in the Middle East will not be comprehensive if it does not include Syrialzsnbbe

as well.
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88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

Peace will never be attainable if it is not supported by the people. The Europearstanids
ready to take initiatives aiming at the creation of the necessary bridgeg aepresentatives
of the civil society of the two sides. This should include the role of women, whose
contribution has often been shown to be an important factor in building peace in war-torn

areas.

The European Council expresses its gratitude to Miguel Angel Moratinos fornihekeble
work he has performed for the past seven years as EU Special Represtnthgve
Middle East.

Finally, the European Union underlines the importance it attaches to the regioaasidim
through the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and welcomes the spirit of canpshativn by

all participants at the recent mid-term Ministerial meeting in Crete.

Iraq

The fall of the government of Saddam Hussein has paved the way for the people of Iraq to

enjoy a peaceful, secure and prosperous future.

The European Council welcomes the adoption of UNSC Resolution 1483, which
demonstrates a new spirit of cooperation within the international community. \ideebat
it provides the basis for effective international support for the initial staigesq's political

transition while ensuring adequate revenues for humanitarian assistarmeearstruction.

The European Council welcomes the appointment of Sergio Vieira de Mello as the

UN Secretary General's Special Representative for Iraq. It lookatdto an important

United Nations contribution to the process leading to the formation, as soon as posaible, of
representative Iragi government, in which the UN can use its unique capacgypancknce

in post-conflict nation building. It invites the Commission and Member States to support t

UN Special Representative in the fulfilment of his mandate.
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94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

The European Union reiterates its commitment to the development of a prosperoubland sta
Irag with a representative government and a thriving civil society with whieimitlevelop
mutually beneficial relations. The appointment of an Iraqi interim admitistraill be an

important first step towards this goal.

The European Council welcomes the improving humanitarian situation but remainsiedncer
by the continuing challenge to provide security to the civilian population. baveaer is a
precondition for the sustainable reconstruction of the country. The European Council notes
that certain Member States and Acceding Countries are contributing tiog@anditions of

stability and security in Iraq following UNSC Resolution 1483.

The European Union stands ready to participate in the reconstruction of Iraq within the
framework of UNSC Resolution 1483. The European Council invites the Commission and the

High Representative to submit proposals for an EU contribution.

The European Union will continue its active and substantial involvement in the field of
humanitarian relief. It looks forward to the Donor's Consultative Meetingdhbgte&/NDP in

New York on 24 June.

We reiterate our call on Iraq's neighbours to support stability in Iraq ahd negion and our
willingness to contribute through deepening dialogue and cooperation in all fighdhey

Arab and Islamic worlds.
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Iran

99. The European Council discussed developments in relations with Iran. On Iran's nuclea
programme, it has taken note of the statement issued yesterday by ther€braiop¢he
IAEA Board of Governors. It reiterates its full support for the IAEA snefforts to conduct a
comprehensive examination of Iran's nuclear programme. It expresses sencern at
some aspects of the Iranian programme, in particular as regards thg oloie nuclear fuel
cycle, especially the uranium centrifuge, announced by President Kh@tasrituropean
Council expects Iran to make good its commitment, reaffirmed at yestetd&A meeting,
to full transparency. It calls on Iran to be fully cooperative vis-a-visAEAlin all its
nuclear activities and urgently and unconditionally to sign, ratify and implement an
Additional Protocol to its Safeguards Agreement. This would be a signifiegntastvards

creating the much-needed confidence.

100. The European Union will continue to monitor closely developments on this and all other areas
of concern in its relations with Iran. It stresses in particular the neathfaficant positive
developments on human rights, including the handling of the recent demonstrationspterrori
and the MEPP. It reiterates that progress in these matters andh&raagtialogue and
cooperation are interdependent, essential and mutually reinforcing elerhBhidran

relations.

North Korea

101. The European Council remains seriously concerned at North Korea's nucleampnegiad
its failure to comply with its IAEA safeguards agreement, which underthane
non-proliferation regime. The Council calls on North Korea to refrain fromaatign that
would further aggravate the problem. It also urges North Korea to visibly, bériad
irreversibly dismantle its nuclear programme, as a fundamental stegli@te a
comprehensive and peaceful solution, and to return to full compliance with its interhationa
non-proliferation obligations. The European Union reaffirms its readiness to comtiobat
multilateral diplomatic solution to the crisis and expresses support for the Rk
Prosperity Policy followed by the Republic of Korea.
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102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

East Timor
Refugees

The European Union is closely monitoring the situation of the Timorese refugeesengtitl ar

on Indonesian territory close to the border with East Timor.

The European Council declares the readiness of the European Union to cooperate with the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in supporting the Indonesian ashorit
the urgent implementation of rehousing programmes for refugees who do not intetid to set

permanently in East Timor.

Electoral support

The European Council reaffirms its support for consolidation of the democratititnaunsi
East Timor. It calls on the Council to study, together with the Commission, the aptaopr
mechanisms for providing electoral support to the East Timorese authoritiegjanlaa

during the forthcoming elections to be held at the end of this year.

Burma

The European Council expresses its continued grave concern over developments in Burma

and recalls the conclusions of the GAERC of 16 June.

It urges the Burmese authorities immediately to release Daw Aung 8afyBas well as

other members of the national league for democracy (NLD) and to reopen Nt&soff

It asked the Presidency and SG/HR to make contact with Asian partners td positems

with them.
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Cuba

108. The European Council remains deeply concerned about the violation of fundamental freedoms

in Cuba. It recalls the Conclusions on Cuba adopted by the GAERC on 16 June.

109. The European Council deplores and rejects the totally unacceptable behaviour of the Cuban
Authorities vis a vis the EU, its Member States and the Acceding States.

Central Africa

110. The European Council considers it necessary for the Union and its members to provide
committed political and diplomatic support for the peace mission in the DRC (ftuanigier
not to jeopardise the setting up of the transitional government provided for by théaPretor

agreements.
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ANNEX |

PRESIDENCY REPORT TO THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON EU EXTERNAL A CTION
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM (INCLUDING CFSP/ESDP)

INTRODUCTION

Based on the conclusions of the European Council in Seville and following the conclusions of the
General Affairs and External Relations Council of December 2002, the mtethapproach

towards fighting terrorism has been developed in all aspects of the EU eptdiol

As a follow-up to the recommendations contained in the report to the General AffdiEscternal

Relations Council on 4 December 2002, the present report details the progress achieved.

A. EU RELATIONS TO THIRD COUNTRIES

1. Threat Analyses

There has been a continuing effort to expand the analysis of the threat worldwideR@®@s
produced three (3) new Regional Threat Assessments (Central and LatieaAr8euth Asia and
South East Asia). Fourteen (14) new country threat assessments have also e firned
Compilation now encompasses 9 regions and 55 countries. Progress has also been achieved in

updating and reviewing the existing assessments. The updating process is.ongoing

These assessments contain recommendations for a EU strategy towaadsthies and regions in
guestion as well as follow-up action. Efforts are being made to streamlinéaahdthese
recommendations included in these reports. Methods of streamlining the recormomsnadl be

agreed upon under the incoming Italian Presidency.
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2. Thematic Assessment

On the basis of a thematic assessment, the EU has adopted policy recommendatioiighon the

against terrorism with regard to terrorist groups.

3. Report on Extreme Fundamentalism and terrorism

Following discussions among Foreign Ministers at the October 2002 GAERC, ttsh Dani
Presidency decided to commission a group of Ministers' personal repressii@aisubmit an
analysis of the phenomenon of extreme fundamentalism and terrorism. BetweembBe2002
and May 2003, the Extreme Fundamentalism and Terrorism group met four times (once in
Copenhagen, twice in Brussels and once in Athens). The final report has been subichittéidoe

further discussed within the Council with a view to taking forward its recomrtienda

4.  Review of counter terrorism aspects of relations with Third countes

The European Union has established a procedure to ensure reviewing and amendingsaffaspec
relations with Third countries which are related to the fight against &mpimcluding as
appropriate contractual relations, following the systematic evaluatioat@utby the GAC in
October 2001. Standard anti-terrorism clauses have so far been included in atg@atheChile,
Algeria, Egypt and Lebanon and form part of the ongoing negotiations for agreentbrgna,

Iran and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
5.  Political Dialogue
Political dialogue with the Third countries, and regional or subregional organsatia key tool

for conveying to Third countries the importance which the EU attaches to thad@htst

terrorism.
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There have been joint Statements and Declarations with India, Japan, Canada LRtissi
America, ASEM and the African Union, which have served as the basis for iogtiies
cooperation in the fight against terrorism, and more recently a new joint stateith ASEAN

was issued in January. In particular, regarding the dialogue with USA aRunskindia, efforts

have been made to deepen the existing cooperation on the basis of focusing on formigeding re
Action Plans and working on specific agreed areas of cooperation.

6. The Guidelines for a Common Approach to the Fight against Terrorism
Extensive work has been carried out on the Guidelines for a Common Approach to the Fight
Against Terrorism, which are being finalised. These Guidelines, as ampacging internal tool to

EU's Action Plan, will contribute further to the conduct of the political dialogueedl as to the

better implementation of the EU's policy towards the fight againstismor

B. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO THIRD COUNTRIES

1. EU Technical assistance to third countries (under UNSCR 1373)

In order to meet the objective of identifying specific actions to assist tnatiges in

implementing their commitments under UNCSR 1373, the European Union upon suggestion by the
Commission has acted swiftly by establishing a strategy for providingadd and focused

projects on technical assistance to a number of third countries facilitatimgglementation of

UNSCR 1373 and other relevant international obligations. On the basis of this frame¥brk, pi
projects are being launched in a limited number of countries. Priority couiri@ssistance have

been chosen based on criteria endorsed by the Council and in consultation with the UN Counter
Terrorism Committee (CTC).
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The Commission has decided to give priority to Indonesia, Pakistan and the Philippthesfirst

pilot countries to benefit from this assistance. An assessment mission tolifygries took place

in November 2002 and assessment missions for Indonesia and Pakistan in January 2003. Concrete
projects are being designed in close cooperation with the Third country in question, antasishe

of assessment mission with participation of the Commission and national expdutd/&niber

States. Terms of Reference have been drafted and discussed with thatreciméries. At the

same time, the Commission is examining possibilities to contribute to programthedield of

the fight against terrorism of regional organisations such as OSCE and ASEAN.
2. Inventory of bilateral assistance by Member States to third countries
To foster coordination among EU Member States, the first compilation of the Inventbilateral

assistance programs related to the fight against terrorism to Thed Bt been established. This

document will be regularly updated, as appropriate.

C. THE FIGHT AGAINST THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM

The fight against terrorism funding remains a top priority of the European Unimnkindy within
the EU and together with Third countries, in particular the USA, the EU is lookingafe to take
forward the international communities activities in this area. This rgpopbses recommendations

in this area.

Further work has been undertaken as regards the freezing of funds and econonuesegtua
view to preventing the financing of terrorism. The legislation targetinga&ldQ and the Taliban
(Regulation (EC) No 881/2002) has been updated several times, so as to bring it ithlthe wi
amendments decided by the competent Sanctions Committee of the UN Security. Chenci
Council has also published an amendment (Regulation (EC) No 561/2003) transposing the
exceptions which are foreseen in Resolution 1452(2002). The Council has also reviewed and
amended the list of persons, groups and entities targeted by the freezingesea€ammon
Position 2001/931/CFSP and Regulation (EC) No 2580/2001, as foreseen by these legal

instruments.
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The joint conclusions of the EU-GCC ministerial meeting in Doha on March 3rd 2005hstatie t
is highly important to fight against terrorist financing in particular to prete¥narist groups to
obtain funds". On this occasion, the EU proposed to Gulf countries to initiate a dialoguanvat f
to be determined, on ways of guaranteeing transparency of the use of fundsccfilecte

humanitarian purposes.

The EU has continued to work in the FATF to revise the 40 special Recommendations and to ensure
full compliance with the 8 special Recommendations on terrorist financing. ThélEtdntinue
its support for the FATF, including its work to identify priority countries for tecdlrassistance to

combat the financing of terrorism.

D. COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS, REGIONAL F ORA,
AND OTHER PARTNERS

1. International Organisations and regional fora

The EU has been participating in all major developments taking place at t(@TaN 6th
Committee, Ad Hoc Committee, UNODC, and the UN Centre for Internationakedmevention).
In particular, the EU actively participated in the Special meeting aCthumter-Terrorism

Committee with international, regional and sub-regional organisations on 6 March 2003.

The EU is also following developments within the International Maritime Orgtoirs(IMO),
where negotiations are underway to review the 1988 Convention and Protocol on maritime

terrorism.

The EU has also contributed to the work of other international organisations in thegtghgt
terrorism and continued the close cooperation with regional fora, such as the Laticaithe
Caribbean, ASEM, ASEAN, ARF, the Barcelona process, etc.
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2.  Bilateral cooperation

New initiatives, more concrete steps and exchange of substantive informatidakevelace with
the USA in view of the deepening of the political dialogue and the expansion of camperiti
USA in the fight against terrorism.

The initiation of concrete action plans with other partners (Russia) has ledore aafid and

reciprocal form of collaboration. However, more steps are needed for a oms@idated work

inter aliathe consideration of the engagement of other key partners worldwide.

E. CROSS-PILLAR COOPERATION

The EU is developing a more coordinated and cross-pillar approach to the fight ageonsit.
The COTER Working Party and the JHA Working Party on Terrorism have produced a EU
Compendium of Threat Assessments in the fight against terrorism. This comnuonethb@resents
the overall threat to the EU interests both internally and internationally. Risgase been made
during the CFSP/JHA joint meeting on terrorism to enhance the cross-pillar dpprabwill be

further examined.

F. ESDP

Work has progressed on the implementation of the Seville Declaration adopted byoiheaBur
Council in June 2002 regarding the contribution of ESDP in the fight against terrisrism
accordance with this Declaration and with the report of the Danish Presidendyogabe Council
in December 2002 concerning the external action of the European Union in the fight against
terrorism, the Union is in the process of defining the possible interaction betveeeiilitary

capabilities under the ESDP and the fight against-terrorism.

11638/03 34
ANNEX | EN



Presidency Conclusions — Thessaloniki, 19 and 20 June 2003

a. The issue of how military assets and capabilities could be used to assistdtiqatvilian
populations against the consequences of terrorist attacks, including cherologigchl,

radiological and nuclear (CBRN) has been addressed.

The Council took note of the establishment of a database of military assets abilitiespa
relevant to the protection of civilian populations against the effects of téatiasks,

including CBRN, it being understood that this will be for informative purposes onlyEUhe
Military Staff has forwarded a questionnaire to the Member States totdbkeinformation

in order to establish such a database. This information is intended to improve cooperation
among Member States when they consider the use of relevant militarysassetpabilities

in crisis management operations, or in support of consequence management measures
undertaken by individual Member States within the EU. In the latter case, it istoudkethat
the military assets and capabilities included in the database might bewagddble on a
voluntary basis on request of Member State(s) concerned.

Moreover, it has been agreed that modalities, procedures and criteria for theéhese of
military assets and capabilities will be developed by the competent ptadkies) into account

other work being done within the EU with a view to ensuring a comprehensive EU response

b.  The Council also noted that the question of military capabilities required totgootes
deployed in EU-led crisis management operations against terroristsaiteduding CBRN,
has also been addressed. The impact of the terrorist threat on the developmetargf mili
capabilities was refined within the ECAP. Therefore, a relevant Projeap&Gon NBC) has

been established in order to resolve this issue.

c. The EU Council Secretariat, through its Situation Centre, has prepared amasses the
CBRN terrorism threat.
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d. Lastly, the EU and NATO continue to share information at all levels on agiintithe field
of the fight against-terrorism. On the issue of civil protection against CBROIist attacks,
both organisations have additionally increased transparency through the exchange of
inventories listing their respective activities and capabilities for pioteof civilian
populations against CBRN terrorist attacks. The EU is exploring ways torfdetelop its

cooperation with NATO in the fight against terrorism.

The Council invited the Secretary General — High Representative, togatih¢he Commission, to

present recommendations so as to take these matters forward at a forthcoumaoif iGeeting.
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ANNEX I

DECLARATION ON NON PROLIFERATION OF
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

1. The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and means of delivery suclstis ball
missiles is a growing threat to international peace and security. A num&tates have
sought or are seeking to develop such weapons. The risk that terrorists will abgmreat,

biological, radiological or nuclear materials adds a new dimension to thas. thre

2. The European Union cannot ignore these dangers. WMD and missile proliferationrisits at
the security of our states, our peoples and our interests around the world. Megting thi
challenge must be a central element in the EU external action, includingntingoo foreign
and security policy. Our objective is to deter, halt and, where possible, reveifezgiroh

programmes of concern worldwide.

3.  Drawing on the Basic Principles already established, we are comiifierther elaborate
before the end of the year a coherent EU strategy to address the threatefpiolifand to
continue to develop and implement the EU Action Plan as a matter of priority. Qungstar
point will be a comprehensive and regularly updated threat analysis. Our appribbeh wi
guided by our commitment to uphold and implement the multilateral disarmament and
non-proliferation treaties and agreements; our support for the multilatstiiions charged
respectively with verification and upholding of compliance with these treaties;
commitment to strong national and internationally-coordinated export controls; and our
commitment to cooperate with the United States and other partners who share oiwesbject
We recognise that appropriate steps towards the goal of general and corspleteutient
can contribute to furthering non-proliferation objectives; and we are deterroipéd/tour
part in addressing the problems of regional instability and insecurity antiugoss of
conflict which lie behind many weapons programmes, recognising that irtgtdbiis not

occur in a vacuum.
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4.  We have a wide range of instruments available: multilateraldseatid verification
mechanisms; national and internationally-coordinated export controls; coepdhagat
reduction programmes; political and economic levers; interdiction of illegalpgment
activities; and, as a last resort, coercive measures in accordanceenitN (Charter. While
all are necessary, none is sufficient in itself. We need to strengthen thandaleploy those

which are most effective in each case.

5.  The European Union has special strengths and experience to bring to thisveafémtt. In

further implementing our Action Plan, we will focus in particular on:

- universalising further the key disarmament and non-proliferation treatregnagnts
and arrangements, and where necessary strengthening them, and in pdrécukars
of ensuring compliance with their provisions. We emphasise that full compliesca li
the core of the cooperative approach to collective security and is a pre-condition for

international stability and security;

- enhancing our political, financial and technical support for agencies in cHarge o
verification. In particular, we are determined to bring into force our IAEA thalthl
Protocols before the end of 2003;

- fostering the role of the UN Security Council, and enhancing its expertiseating the

challenge of proliferation;

- strengthening export control policies and practices within the European Union and

beyond, in coordination with Partners;

- strengthening identification, control and interception of illegal shipmentsidimg

national criminal sanctions against those who contribute to illicit procurerfierise
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enhancing the security of proliferation-sensitive materials, equipment pedis in

the European Union against unauthorised access and risks of diversion;

reinforcing EU cooperative threat reduction programmes with third countrigstteal
at support for disarmament, control and security of sensitive materialgidaehd

expertise;

ways to deploy the EU's political, diplomatic and economic influence mostieégct
in support of our non-proliferation objectives. EU economic cooperation or
development assistance with third countries should take account of WMD proliferation

concerns;

setting up a unit within the Council Secretariat, which would function as a monitoring
centre, entrusted with the monitoring of the consistent implementation of the Action

Plan and the collection of information and intelligence.

6. We request the Council, as a matter of urgency, to take forward this work, on shaf biaesi

Action Plan an drawing on the Basic Principles agreed on 16 June.
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